
 
RELEASE: March 5 
 
Lobos Researchers, 
 
This week’s message contains a few newsworthy items as well as a few updates from our 
offices on other issues we’re addressing.  
 
Federal Funding Update 
As we reported in January, Congress passed a three-bill minibus (Commerce, Justice, Science; 
Energy and Water Development; and Interior and Environment) that included significant support 
for federal funding agencies. Notably, Congress rejected the significant cuts to science agencies 
originally proposed by the White House. Nevertheless, recent reporting suggests several 
agencies, including NSF, NIH, and NASA have experienced a continued slowdown in their 
spending. NIH has also released new data showing a sharp decline in the funding rate for both 
early career investigators and more established investigators.  
 
What can you do? We encourage all investigators to continue to build relationships with 
program officers at federal funding agencies. In addition, we understand that there may be a 
push to fund proposals as we enter the second half of the federal fiscal year, so please continue 
to submit proposals and white papers. Finally, the New Mexico EPSCoR office notes that there 
is still a mandate at NSF to support proposals from EPSCoR states and that proposal 
submissions have dwindled over the past few months. Please reach out to our research 
development offices for assistance in identifying opportunities and proposal submission! 
 
SBIR/STTIR 
Lawmakers recently agreed on a bill to reauthorize the popular Small Business Innovation 
Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs, which expired at 
the end of the last federal fiscal year (Sept. 30, 2025). This is good news for our Lobo 
entrepreneurs and for startups across the State of New Mexico. Eleven federal agencies 
participate in the SBIR and STTR programs, which are credited with facilitating the translation of 
research discoveries to innovation for everyone’s benefit.  

Department of Education  
The U.S. Department of Education (ED) announced two new interagency agreements (IAAs) 
with the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
Under the IAAs, Department of State will assist with management and compliance oversight of 
Section 117 foreign gift and contract reporting for higher education institutions, including 
operating the reporting portal and supporting national security reviews. ED released a fact sheet 
on the IAA. Notably, Congress has agreed to these IAAs with some reservations. Read more 
about that here. 

Publication Costs Task Force 
UNM’s two offices of research have recently charged a small task force to examine various 
aspects of the rising costs of scholarly publications. The cross-campus task force will focus on 
three areas:  

• Assessing the publication costs-related challenges facing UNM researchers across the 
institution 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.aplu.org%2FNjAzLVVSVy0xMjcAAAGfODIZ5lUsPWNnl4zjvcC2r6eYac6CeyOUYsMzDQ5dwZfEcpmgOI6pynjQ4mkq09qdahOJd3M%3D&data=05%7C02%7Coperumal29%40unm.edu%7Ce4d691b638804cf7a4db08de4e074b04%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639033990415372595%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2xDP7p2l3H1slx278C09ObT4bdgBQY2bsfC2Ym%2FkuXc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/science-news/trump-science-research-funding-cuts-congress-rebuffed-rcna256793
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-00601-0?utm_medium=email&utm_source=rasa_io&utm_campaign=newsletter
https://www.science.org/content/article/nih-research-grant-success-rates-plummeted-2025?utm_medium=email&utm_source=rasa_io&utm_campaign=newsletter
https://www.aau.edu/newsroom/leading-research-universities-report/lawmakers-reach-agreement-renew-small-business?utm_medium=email&utm_source=rasa_io&utm_campaign=newsletter
https://www.aau.edu/key-issues/americas-seed-fund-issue-brief-sbirsttr
https://www.aau.edu/key-issues/americas-seed-fund-issue-brief-sbirsttr
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.aplu.org%2FNjAzLVVSVy0xMjcAAAGgK265ChwKT3mUJJMKrZ1vUJ3SEwqW-JgKQdbaRBu1ycXzZ9DrJr3fL4EYwLI3xlDMTskXg6o%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cerfisher21%40unm.edu%7C82365979d56849e80a2d08de733ca306%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639074901481252170%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FmLppK0huSbBNnQAWxq87r8A1NnrPHu2Qo%2F5L2RWVpc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.aplu.org%2FNjAzLVVSVy0xMjcAAAGgK265CV8tqTVK6HSEbzvWfOw_YmByQg1lSCccjWOXoIjGDjDGwVfmac-HZnULmShP6NPpfo8%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cerfisher21%40unm.edu%7C82365979d56849e80a2d08de733ca306%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639074901481278046%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=blHKY%2Bw7UESYKjOzyl4tHg%2FmkqdPaZpBm5JykOmfbog%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.aplu.org%2FNjAzLVVSVy0xMjcAAAGgK265CWnt-L_Gwgnoi6nLBZ4VAuySceCEh9aASMSZfTtMICUCqC5jrYe-EAxwYknpw1VMDjM%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cerfisher21%40unm.edu%7C82365979d56849e80a2d08de733ca306%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639074901481297370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9qBWpX4oRNDBnlUNiDYDTJa45xH4svrxNrbYYhlbA1Q%3D&reserved=0
https://www.highereddive.com/news/congress-education-department-interagency-agreements/812908/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=rasa_io&utm_campaign=newsletter


 
• Gathering information on how peer institutions are addressing similar issues 
• Developing a set of recommendations for potential mitigation strategies that UNM could 

consider in addressing researchers’ concerns. 

Please reach out to either Melissa Rethlefsen (MRethlefsen@salud.unm.edu) or Hannah Torres 
(htorres8@unm.edu), who are co-chairing the task force, if you have any questions or 
information you would like to share with the group. We anticipate having a report from the task 
force by the end of the semester. 

While our VPR Joint Communications may not come every week, we want to reassure you that 

we are actively monitoring the dynamic changes in federal funding. Your concerns and issues 

related to grants are of utmost importance to us, and we encourage you to maintain open lines 

of communication. 

Ellen R. Fisher                                                       Hengameh Raissy 

UNM Vice President for Research                     HSC Vice President for Research 

Professor of Chemistry                                        Professor of Pediatrics 


