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Sustainable Space Research Virtual Open House 
 
Join the Sustainable Space Research Grand Challenge Team for an open house to learn more about 
all the space research opportunities and work happening in New Mexico. 

One of the team’s missions is to expand New Mexico's scientific, creative, and economic horizons 
beyond Earth through university, commercial, and national lab collaboration. 

The virtual open house is today at 2 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
Research and Discovery Week  
 
Last month, we celebrated research at every level during our 2nd annual 2023 Research & Discovery 
Week with a plethora of keynote lectures, workshops, and conferences, as well as lots of hands-on 
activities for everyone. 
 
I hope everyone took the time to attend at least one event. The goal of R&D Week is not only to 
showcase the interdisciplinary landscape of UNM research, but to encourage collaboration and 
connections between our researchers. 
 
Drones for Ducks 
 
Researchers at UNM, in collaboration with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the Department of the 
Interior, are working to develop a machine-learning model prototype that can count birds using 
images taken by drones in a project titled Drones for Ducks. 
 
Christopher Lippitt, associate dean in the College of Arts and Sciences and professor in the 
Department of Geography & Environmental Studies, and Rowan Converse, a Ph.D. candidate in the 
same department, have spent the past three years working to develop an AI model that can 
distinguish and count the birds in photos taken by drones.  This is critical to better understanding 
migration patterns as well as how populations have been impacted by climate change. 
 
Keep up the amazing work, researchers! 
 
UNM students contribute to new LWA station 
 
In other news, UNM Department of Physics and Astronomy Distinguished Professor Greg Taylor 
recently took a group of students to build antennas at the third Long Wavelength Array (LWA) station.  
 
The LWA is a telescope that helps collect radio wave data from celestial bodies. The effort was part 
of a $1 million grant received by the department from the Air Force Research Laboratory. 
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Did you know? 

 
Research News? 

 
While constructing these antennas students learned about radio astronomy instrumentation and 
signal analysis. UNM is one of the last remaining university radio observatories where students can 
be part of every aspect of construction and operations of a radio telescope. 
 
I’m so proud of the mentorship and collaboration happening across campus and the hands-on training 
that our students receive by being part of this type of experiential learning! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FaST Deadline Approaching 
 
FaST applications are due Friday, Dec 8. 
 
The FaST program provides tenure-track and tenured faculty with a reduced teaching load to 
enhance their capacity to bring their research, scholarship, and creative activities to the next level. 
 
UNM main campus tenure-track and tenured faculty in all disciplines are eligible to apply for this 
program. Applicants must discuss their proposal with their Department Chair before submitting their 
application. 
 
GC team convenes community symposium  
 
Last month, the GC team Just Transition to Green Energy convened UNM law school professors and 
New Mexico politicians to provide a forum to discuss challenges and policies for moving toward a low-
carbon economy. 
 
The event featured three panel discussions, and panelists ranged from New Mexico House Speaker 
Javier Martinez to several community representatives from across the state.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This mosaic, created by students, is called “Alma Mater,” and located outside the SUB. It has grown 
from the wolf in the sun to include a rendition of the Duke City skyline, the Rio Grande, and even old 
adobe buildings. 
 


